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Honorable Jerry Sadler Opinlon No. WW-1100
Commissioner

General Land Office Re: Whether 1t 1s necessary
Austin, Texas for the Legislature to

pass an Act legally
designating a portion of
the State Archives and
Library Bullding as

Dear Mr, Sadler: the General Land Office.

You have requested an opinion concerning the
question of':

". . . whether it would be necessary
for the Legislature to pass an Act
during the Special Session legally
desigrating a portion of the above
referred to bullding as the General
Land Office of the State of Texas,
or could the Beard of Control by
declaration declare a portion of the
building to be officially the General
Land Office?"

Your letter mentions that certain statutes
of this State specifically require certain meetings
0 be held 1n the General Land Office as well as
reguiring the filing of zsrtain Instruments, documents
and the like with the General Land Office. For
examples you quoted from the following statutes.

The requiremen® in Article 5421c-3, paragraph
5, Vernon's Civil Statutes that:

"The School Land Board shall
meet, on the first and third Tuesdays
of each month in the General Land
Office, where i%s sesslons shall be
held . . ." ({Emphasis added.)

The requiremen® in Article 5421, Sec. 25,
Vernon's Civil Statubtes thath:
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"The Board (Veterans Land Board)
shall meet, when necessary, on the
first and third Tuesdays of each
month ir the General Land Office,
where 1ts sessions shall te held

. . o' ({Emphasis added.)

The requirement in Article 5277, Vernon's
Civil Statutes that:

" . . The field notes and plats of
public land made by any licensed state
land surveyor affecting the lines,
boundaries; and areas of such land
shall be forwarded to the General
Land Office .~ (Emphasis added.)

As to whether or not the Constitution and
statutes of this State contemplated the General Land
Office being housed in a building other than the General
Land Offlice Building, Artlicle XIV, Sec. 1, of the
Texas Constitution, provlides in part that:

"There shall be one General Land
Office in the State, which shall be
at the seat of government, . . .

Article 5261, Vernon's Civil Stafutes, pro-
vides that:

"There shall be one general
land office at Austin, . . . The term
'land office,’ as used in this title
shall mean the General Land Office
of this State."

Article XIV, Section 1, of the Texas Con-
stitution, quoted akbove, provides for the establishment
of a state agency to be deslgnated the General Land
Office, and specifies that such agency shall be located
a* the seat of government. Article 5261 likewise
provides for the establishment of a state agency to be
deslgnated the General Land Office, and provides that

such agency shall be located at Austin.

We are of the opinion that the terminology
"General Land Office" as used in Article XIV, Section
1, of the Texas Constitution, and Article 5261, Vernon's
Civil Statutes, refers to the nrame conferred upon this
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state agency and is not a designation of the specific
location of the agency. Neilther Article XIV, Section 1,
of the Texas Constitutlion nor Article 5261, specifies a
particular locatlon for thils stahte agency other than that
it shall be located at the "seat of government" and
"Austin." This constitutional and sbatubory require-
ment 1s met regardless of whether the actual office
space occuplied by the General land O0ffice is located

in the o0ld Land Office building or the State Archives
and Library Building. Such being the case, the
statutory requirements that certain meetings be held

in the General Land Office ares met when such meetings
are helid in the facilitles cccupled by such agency.

The same would ke applicable as concerns the filing of
certain instruments, documents, and the like with the
General Land Office,

In turn we are of the further opinion that
there would be no necessity for the Board of Control
to declare, by declaration, a portion of the State
Archives and Library Bullding to be officilally the
General Land Office for the reason that Article 678m-2,
Vernon's Civil Statutes provides that:

". . . the Legislature may
appropriate money from the Motor
Vehicle Inspection Fund for the
purpose of constructing and
initially equipping a bullding
to be known as the 'State Archilves
and Library Building' Lo house the
State Library and the State
Arehiges, Museum and Land Office,

. (Emphasis added. )

We are therefors of the oplnion that it would
rot be necessary for the Leglislature to pass an Act
dssignating a portlon of the State Archives and Library
Euilding as the &eneral land Office.

S UMMARY

It is not necegsary for the Legls-
lature tc pass an Act legally
designating a portlon of the State
Archlives and Library Bullding as
the General Land 0ffice.

Yours very truly,
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